
 
 
PRESS RELEASE 

The Good Exchange debuts platform in Jersey, demonstrating a new way to drive collaborative 

grant-giving and fundraising at a local level 

COO Ed Gairdner to brief charities and funders at exclusive event, as non-profit explores opportunities in 

Jersey  

Newbury, 9th July 2019 – Not-for-profit, charity-owned online matching platform, The Good Exchange, 

is introducing the charitable giving platform to local charities, grant-giving organisations and officers from 

the Government of Jersey associated with the third sector at the Pomme D’Or Hotel, St Helier, Jersey, 

on Wednesday 17th July.  

According to figures quoted by the Jersey Community Partnership, there are more than 535 active 

voluntary and community organisations operating on the island, and many believe the real number to be 

between 800 and 1,000. With a high level of trust in the sector, 96% of residents make a charitable 

donation each year (preferring to support local rather than UK or international charities) and over 25% 

have either directly benefitted or know someone who has directly benefitted from the work of a charity.  

In addition, the community of grant giving organisations and philanthropists already works together to 

solve some of the island’s social challenges - collaborating to align their grant application processes and 

asking applicants if they can share applications with other funders that may better match their needs, 

making it an ideal location to offer the services of the platform. 

Recent research conducted across the UK by global research company, Vanson Bourne on behalf of 

The Good Exchange, found that fundraising organisations typically complete 33 separate grant 

applications per year, with each taking 8 hours to fill in on average and only 30% receiving some money, 

equating to 22 working days per year of wasted effort.  Almost half of all the UK-based grant-makers 

surveyed said they do not currently collaborate online with other grant-makers and nearly 90% said they 

would be likely to use collaborative technology if they were able to invite other grant-makers to support 

applicants they are funding or want to fund but can’t. Whilst responses from charitable sector 

representatives in Jersey could well be different to those from the UK, the results do give a view on some 

of the top challenges facing both fundraisers and grant-makers and of the role that technology could 

have as part of solution. 

At the event, The Good Exchange’s COO, Ed Gairdner, will explain how the platform’s technology helps 

solve a number of the challenges associated with charitable giving. He will discuss how The Good 

Exchange’s approach to using a single application form can reach multiple funders, whilst significantly 

reducing administrative overheads, allowing Jersey’s good causes to dedicate more time to service 

delivery. Ed will also cover how local funders can use the platform to work collaboratively to fund 

targeted areas of need in Jersey whilst allowing them to maintain full control of all decision-making and 

fund management processes. 

“We firmly believe that technology has a role to play in improving processes and supporting collaboration 

in the third sector. We’re pleased to welcome The Good Exchange to Jersey this month and hear first-

hand how its charitable matching platform is being used to do just that across the UK,” said Sean 

McGonigle, Director of Local services for the Government of Jersey.  “Bringing different charitable groups 

and individuals together to tackle the root causes of local issues with a targeted approach is crucial to 

our success in supporting charitable initiatives at a local level and will free up more time for everyone to 

focus on delivering their services to those most in need.”  

“Jersey has a vibrant charitable sector which should be a cause for pride for the whole island,” said 

Katie Le Quesne, Chair, Lloyds Bank Foundation for the Channel Islands. “We are keen to see if The 

Good Exchange could add value and ensure that grants are made to charitable work which will make 

the greatest difference to island residents who need our help most. “ 

https://thegoodexchange.com/
https://www.jerseycommunitypartnership.org/civil-society/
https://www.jerseycommunitypartnership.org/civil-society/
https://www.jerseycommunitypartnership.org/civil-society/
https://www.islandglobalresearch.com/downloads/Charitable_giving_report.pdf
https://www.islandglobalresearch.com/downloads/Charitable_giving_report.pdf
https://thegoodexchange.com/resources/research-charity-technology/


 
 
 

 “We are looking forward to meeting representatives of Jersey’s charitable sector and explaining how our 

platform can help to drive charitable funding and fundraising impact and boost collaboration on the 

island,” said Ed Gairdner, COO of The Good Exchange. “Since we launched our charity-owned, not-for-

profit platform in West Berkshire and North Hampshire just under three years ago, we’ve been hugely 

excited by the enormous success it has enjoyed with new fundraising and grant giving organisations 

signing up across the UK. We hope our latest initiative in Jersey will see new funders and fundraisers in 

the region join forces via our platform to support local charitable causes.”  

Representatives of charities, grant giving organisations or the Government of Jersey associated with the 

charity sector can register free here. 

 

About The Good Exchange 

The Good Exchange is a transformational not-for-profit, charity-owned cloud platform specifically 
designed to match those organisations and individuals who have money to give to good causes with 
those who need it most; on a local, regional and national basis. As the only platform to bring together 
grant-making, donations, charitable projects and fundraising in one place, the automated matching 
system with its simple single on-line application form will revolutionise charitable giving, making it more 
accessible, transparent and collaborative. For the first time, those seeking to raise money for local good 
causes will be able to access all sources of funding including charitable trusts, corporate givers, 
fundraisers and public through a single process. 
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